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1 . AS HAS BEEN EXPECTED FOR SOME TIME, MRS. NANDINI SATPATHY, 
CHIEF MINISTER OF ORISSA, FINALLY YIELDED TO PRESSURE FROM 
MRS. GANDHI AND RESIGNED FROM HER POSITION AT 6:25 PM ON 
DECEMBER 16. HER RESIGNATION WAS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED BY 
THE PROCLAMATION OF PRESIDENT’S RULE IN THE STATE. M. 
RAMAKRISHNAYYA, SECRETARY IN THE UNION MINISTRY OF SHIPPING 
AND TRANSPORT AND FORMER CHIEF SECRETARY OF ORISSA, HAS 
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BEEN NAMED ADVISER TO THE GOVERNOR. ALONG WITH PRESIDENT'S 
RULE AN ORDER UNDER SECTION 144 OF THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 
CODE BANNING MEETINGS OF MORE THAN FIVE PERSONS WAS PRO- 
CLAIMED IN BHUBANESWAR. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS A SEARCH FOR A NEW GOVERNMENT 
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IN ORISSA HAS ALREADY STARTED. BIN A YAK ACHARYA, WHO HAD 
RECENTLY BEEN STRIPPED OF HIS PORTFOLIO AS MINISTER OF 
FINANCE IN THE ORISSA CABINET BY MRS. SATPATHY, IS REPORT- 
EDLY A LEADING CHOICE TO REPLACE HER. SPECULATION IS THAT A 
NEW GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE FORMED WITHIN FOUR TO SIX WEEKS. 

3. CHANGE OF ADMINISTRATION IN ORISSA HAS ENCOURAGED THOSE 
FAVORING OUSTER OF CHIEF MINISTER IN WEST BENGAL. A.B.A. 

GHANI KHAN CHAUDHURI, WEST BENGAL POWER AND IRRIGATION 
MINISTER AND LEADER OF ANTI-RAY FORCES, IS QUOTED IN STATESMAN 
AS SAYING, "THE RESIGNATION OF MRS. NANDINI SATPATHY HAS 

NOT ONLY SHOWN THA OUR STAND IS CORRECT, BUT IT HAS ALSO 
PROVED THAT A CONTROVERSIAL CHIEF MINISTER IS NOT ACCEPTABLE 
TO THE PEOPLE." THERE ARE RUMORS IN ANTI-RAY CIRCLES THAT 
CHANGE IN WEST BENGAL COULD COME IN NEXT DAY OR TWO. ONE 
VERSION HAS IT THAT P.R. DAS MUNSHI. A LEADER OF THE PRO-RAY 
FORCES, WHO MET WITH UNION MINISTERS D.P. CHATTOPADHYAYA 
AND P.K. MUKHERJEE, CONGRESS PRESIDENT BAROOAH AND MRS. 
GANDHI IN DELHI ON DEC. 16, HAS RETURNED TO CALCUTTA CARRY- 
ING THE MESSAGE TO RAY TO RESIGN. 

4. ON AFTERNOON OF THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 OPPONENTS OF RAY 
HELD LARGE PUBLIC MEETING AT PARK IN NORTH CALCUTTA, WHERE 
STATE MINISTERS, A GENERAL SECRETARY OF WEST BENGAL CONGRESS 
COMMITTEE, AND SEVERAL MLA'S DENOUNCED THE CHIEF MINISTER 
FOR FAILURES OF HIS ADMINISTRATION. ACCORDING TO STATESMAN, 
TWO OF HIS LEADING SUPPORTERS, P.R. DAS MUNSHI AND L.K. BOSE, 
WERE ALSO DENOUNCED FOR FORMING AN "OPPORTUNISTIC ALLIANCE" 
WHICH "WOULD ONLY HELP TO DISRUPT THE PARTY AND FURTHER 
THE CAUSE OF THE CPI." 
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